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School Scholars! 
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On May 31 and June 1, Moody’s hosted 58 fifth graders from the Achievement First Endeavor Middle School for “Morning 
at Moody’s”, one of the Foundation’s signature educational outreach projects.  Now in its 5th year, the Moody’s / 
Achievement First partnership emphasizes the importance of finishing school to be successful in life.  An annual grant of 
$50,000 is given to Achievement First to fund the Saturday Math Academy and Tutoring program which strengthen 
students’ math skills. 

The Achievement First: Morning at Moody’s program helps students understand what a credit rating agency is, the critical 
role Moody’s plays in ranking the creditworthiness of borrowers and the impact it has on the laws and regulations in the 
US and abroad in a fun, interactive way that resonates with fifth graders. Fran Laserson, President of The Moody’s 
Foundation, kicked off the event along with Claire Robinson, MD, SFG and Achievement First Board Member. 

The first presentation Harry Potter and Moody’s Mock Rating Committee, presented by Bruce Clark, SVP, CFG, 
demonstrated how Moody’s assesses credit by comparing Moody's to the Hogwarts School of Wizardry featured in the 
"Harry Potter" book / movie franchise. The students were coached on how to determine a rating for a debt issue that was 
needed to rebuild a portion of the school destroyed by a dragon in a wizardry competition. Both sessions delivered a 
rating of Aaa. 

The second presentation Goldilocks v. Three Bears, led by Jamie Kogan, Elizabeth McCarroll, Maral Kazanjian and Sasha 
Greif, comprised of a mock trial based on the popular children’s story.  At issue: was the famished fräulein guilty of 
breaking and entering? The verdict on day one resulted in a hung jury, while the second day rendered a not guilty. 

Each day concluded with a luncheon featuring hot dogs, chicken fingers, grilled cheese, cookies and ice cream, before the 
young scholars departed HQ with a Moody's Foundation backpack, containing a Moody's Foundation calculator. We have 
been told that the backpacks were worn with great pride on the next day of school.  

 

Harry Potter and Moody's Mock Rating Committee with Bruce Clark, SVP, CFG 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Goldilocks & The Three Bears Mock Trial 

 
 

 

 

 
 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and 
analysis that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is 
the parent company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt 
instruments and securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and 
research for credit and economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported 
revenue of $2.3 billion in 2011, employs approximately 6,100 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 
28 countries. Further information is available at www.moodys.com. 
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